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Monday, November 29, 1999 
A Newsletter for the 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Community 
Volume 24, Number 18 
GVSU Helps Kick Off Holiday Season in Grand Rapids 
In what's become an 
annual trarution, GVSU was 
again featured prominently 
in "Christmas on the Grand," 
Grand Rapids' official start of 
the holiday season, at the 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Museum recently. 
The program, featuring 
former President Ford and 
music by Grand Valley's 
Varsity Men, culminated in 
the lighting of 50,000 lights 
outside the museum and a 
collection of 15 holiday trees 
inside. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
DavidAlvarez, assistant professor of 
English, and Jeff Smith, of the Grand 
Rapids Institute for Information Democ-
racy, made a presentation on "Testi-
monies on the School of the Americas 
from Latin American Women" recently. 
Alvarez and Smith toured Guatemala 
last summer and videotaped interviews 
with numerous writers, artists, and 
militants engaged in the countty's 
transition from Civil War to peace. They 
also attended an inter-American 
conference on human rights where they 
interviewed women from all over Latin 
America regarding their encounters with 
military personnel trained at the United 
States Army's School of the Americas. 
David Edward Bair, assistant 
professor of Education, presented the 
paper "Prejudice Reduction in Social 
Foundations Courses: A Service-
learning Model" at the American 
Educational Studies Association 
annual meeting in Detroit 
in October. He also 
served as chairperson of 
the session "Action for 
Social Justice in Social Foundations" and 
gave a second paper, titled "Creating 
Pedagogical Environments for Construct-
ing Teacher Beliefs: The Case for Social 
Foundations Courses," at the conference. 
Patricia Clark, GVSU poet-in-residence 
and associate professor of English, had an 
essay called "Walking into Poetry" 
published in a trade book from the 
University of Georgia Press. Titled 
Sleeping with One Eye Open: Women 
Writers and the Art of Survival, the book 
was edited by Marilyn Kallet and Juruth 
Ortiz Cofer. 
Roy Cole, assistant professor Geogra-
phy and Planning Program, presented the 
paper: "Drought, the Market, the State, 
and the Bamana Village of Ngara, Mali, 
1952-1985: a GIS Analysis" at the Anthro-
pology and Sociology brown bag in 
October. Cole presented the paper, 
"Mapping Land Use Change in Mali: 
Africa, Adaptation, Agriculture," at the 
annual conference of the National Council 
for Geographic Education in Boston in 
continued on page 3 
Grand Valley's entry in the tree display, 
prepared this year by students from the 
Padnos School of Engineering, received 
recognition as "Most Creative." It is 
decorated with recycled materials and 
engineering artifacts. 
The "Christmas on the Grand" holiday 
tt·ee rusplay will run though January 9 at 
the Ford Museum. 
Across Campus 
The deadline for nominations for the 
Distinguished Contribution in a Disci-
pline has been changed to December 3. 
This award is presented at the opening 
convocation of the academic year to a 
member of the faculty whose perfor-
mance in scholarly or creative activities 
or whose contributions through service 
to professional organizations is clearly 
outstanding. Forms may be obtained by 
accessing the Q drive, in the folder 
marked R&D. Or you can email Jean 
Moseler at Pickerij@gvsu.edu. Back-
ground information for tllis award can 
be found in the Faculty Handbook on 
pages 70-71. 
You should know ... 
A U.S. House subcommittee recently 
reported that some federal agencies 
have yet to test their computer 
systems in preparation for Y2K, and 
that several federal programs, 
including air traffic control, Medicaid, 
and food stamps, remain in do'ubt as 
to their Y2K readiness. Check the 
new link to this repott by clicking on 
the WHY2K? button at GVNow, at 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
The GVSU Fornm is 
published by the Office of 
University Communications 
every Monday when classes are 
in session and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
ema il forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web Site. 
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Holiday Party to Honor Faculty and Staff 
Ninety faculty and staff members will be 
honored for their years of service to Grand 
Valley at the annual Holiday Party on Thursday, 
December 2. 
Three staff members will receive their 35-
year award, 10 faculty and staff members will 
receive their 30-year award, 11 faculty and staff 
will receive their 25-year award, 19 faculty and 
staff will receive their 20-year award and 47 
will be presented with ten-year pins. All faculty 
and staff are invited to attend. The reception 
will be held in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River 
Room, from 3 to 5 p.m., with the award 
ceremony beginning at 3:30 p.m. To allow all 
faculty and staff to participate, campus offices 
may close beginning at 3 p.m. 
The 35-year award redpients are: 
Faculty 
Carl Bajema, Professor of Biology 
Donald Vanderjagt, Professor of Mathematics 
and Statistics 
Executive,Administrative and Professional 
John Scherff, Maintenance Supervisor 
The 30-year award redpients are: 
Faculty 
Ronald Dwelle, Associate Professor of English 
Kenneth Johnson, Associate Professor of 
Computer Science and Information Systems 
James Scott, Associate Professor of 
Movement Science 
Donald Williams, Professor of Anthropology 
and Sociology 
F. Weston Wochholz, Associate Professor of 
Education 
Executive,Administrative and Professional 
Arend Lubbers, President 
Allen Wygant, Director of Public Safety Services 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Pamela Tober, Academic Department 
Coordinator, Art and Design 
Maintenance/Service 
Gary Jaarsma, Heating, Ventilating, Air 
Conditioning Specialist 
Peter Ritsema, Groundskeeper (retired) 
The 25-year award redpients are: 
Faculty 
Constance Jones, Associate Professor of 
English 
Stanton Lindquist, Professor of Accounting and 
Taxation 
Harvey Nikkel, Professor of Chemistry 
M. Christine O'Connor, Professor of 
Psychology 
Ronald Poitras, Associate Professor of 
Anthropology and Sociology 
Margaret Proctor, Associate Professor of 
Communications 
John Shontz, Professor of Biology 
Executive,Administrative and Professional 
Nancee Miller, Director of Alumni Relations 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Do1iana Gould, Academic Department 
Coordinator, Modern Languages and 
Literatures 
Sandra Longstreet, Administrative Assistant, 
Continuing Education Dean's Office 
Maintenance/Service 
Donald Drooger, General Maintenance 
Mechanic 
The 20-year award redpients are: 
Faculty 
Joseph Adamski, Associate Professor of 
Computer Science and Information Systems 
Johnine Callahan, Professor of Biomedical and 
Health Sciences 
Dennis Devlin, Professor of Histo1y 
James Grant, Professor of Education 
Deanna Morse, Professor of Communications 
Richard Veazey, Associate Professor of 
Accounting and Taxation 
Executive,Administrative and Professional 
Diana Pace, Director of Counseling and Career 
Services 
Robert Fletcher, Vice Provost, Information 
Technology 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Danny Abbott, Computer Operator II, 
Administrative Computing 
Jeffrey Carlson, Electronic Services 
Engineer, Telecommunications 
Jeanne Crowe, Office Coordinator, 
Accounting Office 
Ardith DenBesten, Executive Secretary, 
President's Office 
Patricia Haynes, Administrative Assistant, 
Science and Mathematics Dean's Office 
Joan Koetje, School of Social Work 
Assistant 
Stephan Savasky, TV Engineer, West 
Michigan Public Broadcasting 
Bonnie Woodman, Course Reserve 
Coordinator, Library 
Cynthia Zehner, Project Assistant, School 
of Health Professions 
Maintenance/ Service 
John Bettys, Hardware Specialist 
James Reardon, Custodian 
The ten-year award recipients are: 
Faculty 
Nancy Alexander, Instructor of 
Mathematics and Statistics 
Andrea Bostrom, Associate Professor of 
Nursing 
Linda Chown, Associate Professor of 
English 
Douglas Chung, Professor of Social Work 
Patricia Clark, Associate Professor of 
English 
Kevin Cole, Associate Professor of 
Geology 
Shirley Fleischmann, Professor of 
Engineering 
Julia Guevara, Associate Professor of 
Social Work 
Mark Luttenton, Associate Professor of 
Biology 
Carmen Nochera, Associate Professor of 
Biomedical and Health Sciences 
Toni Perrine, Associate Professor of 
Communications 
Mark Pestana, Associate Professor of 
Philosophy 
Jane Swanson, Professor of Social Work 
Lois Tyson, Associate Professor of English 
Carol Winters, Assistant Professor of 
English 
Executive,Administrative and Professional 
Lana Brock, Laboratory Supervisor, 
Biology 
Todd Buchta, Associate Director of 
Development 
Terry Fisk, Director of Criminal Justice 
Training 
Charleen Hayes-Joseph, Director of Career 
Services 
Star Hine, Assistant Director of Budgets 
and Financial Analysis 
Ann Inman, Assistant Director of Student 
Life 
Brian Kelly, Head Football Coach, 
Athletics 
John Klein, Systems Analyst, Academic 
Computing and Instructional Technology 
Lynn Krupansky, Business Operations 
Coordinator, Conference Services 
Lee Lebbin, Director of Library 
Cynthia Mader, Assistant Dean, School of 
Education 
Jeffrey Quinn, Assistant Football Coach, 
Athletics 
Terri Suess, Senior Accountant 
Gloria Tate, Assistant Director of McNair 
Program 
Craig Thelen, Assistant Bookstore Manager 
Kurt Thompson, Research Associate I, 
Water Resources Institute 
Roy Winegar, Media Production Specialist, 
University Communications 
Clerical, Office and Technical 
Patricia Bethke, Student Services Assistant 
Barbara Brower, Library Clerk 
Nancy Brown, Development Data 
Coordinator, West Michigan Public 
Broadcasting 
Audine Buchanan, Clerical Aide, 
Accounting Office 
Rita Cooper, Secretary, Psychology 
Pamela Downing, Computer Operator II , 
Administrative Computing 
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Diane Harrison, Office Coordinator, 
Facilities Office, Grand Rapids Campus 
Laurene Veeneman, Library Reference 
Clerk 
Tina Visser, Secreta1y, Mathematics and 
Statistics 
Maintenance/ Service 
Karl Loth, General Maintenance Mechanic 
Michael Schrotenboer, General 
Maintenance Mechanic 
Dale Stank, Material and Mail Handler 
Daniel Teunis, General Maintenance 
Mechanic 
Stephanie Vasquez, Custodian 
Department of Public Safety 
Wayne Kooistra, Public Safety Officer 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 1 
November and organized a paper session 
entitled "Changing Patterns of Human 
Settlement." 
Ruiping Fan, visiting assistant profes-
sor of Philosophy, edited an anthology, 
titled Confucian Bioethics. The book was 
published by Kluwer Academic Publish-
ers. Fan wrote an introduction to the 
volume and contributed an article 
entitled 'Just Health Care, the Good Life, 
and Confucianism." Peirnin Ni, associate 
professor of philosophy, contributed an 
a1ticle, titled "Confucian Virtues and 
Personal Health" to the anthology. 
Dott Freeman, Director of the Center 
for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leader-
ship, was the keynote speaker for 
National Philanthropy Day in Grand 
Rapids on October 27. She spoke on "The 
Economic Impact of Philanthropy in the 
State of Michigan." 
Several Geology faculty members co-
authored papers presented at the October 
meeting of the Geological Society of 
America meeting in Denver. Assistant 
Professor Ben Edwards was co-author of 
"The Sherman Batholith, Southeastern 
Wyoming: Implications for the Evolution 
of the MesoProterozoic Lithosphere"; Figen 
Mekik, visiting assistant professor, present-
ed "Quantifying Calcite Dissolution in the 
Deep Sea: A New Transfer Function"; and 
Professor William Neal co-authored "The 
Cape Hatteras Lighthouse Controversy: 
The Opposing Coastal Management 
Strategies of Armoring, Soft Solutions, and 
continued on page 4 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
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Relocation" and "Multihazard Coastal Risk Mapping: Eastern 
Puerto Rico." Patricia Videtich, associate professor, attended the 
Council on Undergraduate Research meeting as a CUR Coun-
cilor. Faculty also visited with GVSU alumni who were 
presenting papers at the meeting, including Dr. Jack Hall, 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington, Dr. Virginia 
Peterson, Western Carolina University, and Sarah Tourre, 
graduate student, University of California, Davis. 
Martha Golensky, assistant professor of Social Work, present-
ed a paper, titled "The Urge to Merge: Lessons from the 
Nonprofit Sector," at the 28th Annual Conference of the 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
All activities on Allendale Campus unless otherwise noted. 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS. 
Calder Gallery Hours: 10 a.m. -5 p.m. Mon-Fri., 10 a.m.-
7 p.m. Thurs. 
Tues., Oct. 26-Thurs., Dec. 2 
Gallery hours: Art exhibit. "The Meaningful Object: A Visual 
Dialogue on Cultural Transformation, Urban Decay and 
Renewal." Calder Gallery, PAC. Call x3196 for more 
information. 
Mon., Nov. 29 
12 noon: 12 Days of Fitness kick-off. Free line dancing 
session. 160 FH. 
Tues., Nov. 30 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. The Verdehr Trio returns with 
a program featuring newly commissioned music. CDC. 
12 noon: 12 Days of Fitness. Price Is Right: The Calo rie 
Version. Room 200, KC. 
Wed., Dec. 1 
12 noon: 12 Days of Fitness. Swing. 160 FH. 
4 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center seminar, 
"Exam Cram." 204 STU. RSVP by calling x3266. 
4 p.m.: Poet and memoirist Kim Barnes reads from her 
work. Reception and book signing following . CDC. 
Thurs., Dec. 2 
12 noon: 12 Days of Fitness. How to Cut Out the Fat. 
Muskegon River Room, KC. 
8 p.m. : Music Department Concert. The GVSU Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble, conducted by Barry Martin . LAT, PAC. 
Fri., Dec. 3 
12 noon: 12 Days of Fitness . Aerobics w ith a Christmas 
Theme. 160 FH. 
12-1 p.m.: Faculty Teaching & Learning Center, First Friday 
Forum. 111 HRY & 314 EC. 
Association for Research on Nonprofit Organizations and 
Voluntary Action (ARNOVA) in Washington, D.C. The paper 
was co-authored by Gerald DeRuiter, CEO of Arbor Circle 
Corporation, a local nonprofit organization. Golensky also 
served as chair of the fourth annual Pre-Conference Teaching 
Workshop, for which she led a session titled "Developing 
Original Case Studies to Teach Nonprofit Management." 
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Martha Golensky, assistant professor of Social Work, has been 
elected Program Chair of the newly formalized Section on 
Teaching of the Association for Research on Nonprofit Organiza-
tions and Voluntary Action (ARNOVA). 
2 p.m.: Student Employee Training Session. Grand River 
Room, KC. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. BANDORAMA features 
the GVSU Laker Marching Band. LAT, PAC. 
Sat., Dec. 4 
12 Days of Fitness. Handout on Mall Walking. Available at 
front desk, Rec. Center. 
Sun., Dec. 5 
12 Days of Fitness. Handout on Holiday Stress Management. 
Available at front desk, Rec. Center. 
3 p.m.: Music Department Concert. A Choral Concert. 
University Singers, Chamber Choir, and Madrigal Singers, 
conducted by Ellen Pool; Festival Chorale, conducted by 
Shirley Lemon; and Varsity Men, conducted by Charles 
Norris . LAT, PAC. 
Sun.,Dec. 5 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. The Grand Valley State 
University Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Hyunsai 
Lee. LAT, PAC. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to 
change. 
Wed.,Dec.1 
TBA: Indoor Track & Field. Blue Black Intersquad at GVSU. 
Fri., Dec. 3 
10:30 a .m . & 6:30 p.m.: Swinuning & Diving at Wheaton 
College Invitational. Wheaton, IL. 
Sat., Dec. 4 
10 a.m. & 5 p.m.: Swimming & Diving at Wheaton College 
Invitational. Wheaton, IL. 
1 p.m.: Women's Basketball. Westminster College at GVSU. 
3 p.m.: Men 's Basketball. Westminster College at GVSU. 
